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pages has given any such impression, I apologize to the readers.
I am not conscious of any such guilt. I owe all I am to my
parents. I felt towards them as Shravana is said to have done to-
wards his parents. So, when I heard the statement, it was with
greatest difficulty that I could curb the anger that was rising in
me. The young man who took up the position was hardly serious
about it. But nowadays it has become the fashion with some
young men to adopt the superior attitude and pose as paragons
of perfection. In my opinion, the maintenance of one's aged and
infirm parents is a first charge upon grown-up sons. They may
not marry if they are not in a position to support their parents.
They may not take up public work till this primary condition is
fulfilled. They must starve so that their parents may be fed and
clothed. What, however, young men are not expected to do is
to comply with the demand of thoughtless or ignorant parents.
Parents have been known to demand money for things not re-
quired for sustenance, but for false show or for uncalled-for mar-
riage expenses of daughters. In my opinion, it is the duty of pub-
lic workers respectfully to refuse to meet such demands. As a
matter of fact, I cannot remember having met a single deserving
case of starvation of a public worker. I have found some living
in want. I have found a few who should get more than they are
able to give themselves. But, as their work prospers and their worth
is known, they will not suffer from want. Difficulties and trials
make a man. They are a sign of healthy growth. If every young
man found himself in plenty and never knew what it was to go
without anything necessary, he may be found wanting when the
trial comes. "Sacrifice is joy.

It is, therefore, not right to parade one's sacrifice before the
public, I was told by several workers that they did not mind any
sacrifice. On .cross-questioning, I was told that the sacrifice
consisted in living by begging, in other words, on donations. I
told them that there was no sacrifice in living on donations. Many
public workers did so, but they did not on that account claim
to have sacrificed anything. Many young men have sacrificed
lucrative careers. That is certainly to their credit. But even
there I should respectfully suggest that praising can well be over-
done. No sacrifice is worth the name unless it is a joy. Sacri-
fice and a long face go ill together. Sacrifice is "making sacred".
He must be a poor specimen of humanity who is in need of sym-
pathy for his. sacrifice. Buddha renounced everything because he
could not help it. To have anything was a torture to him. The
Lokamanya remaned j>oor because it. was painful for him to pos-